Transabdominal neurostimulation in treatment of neurogenic ileus.
Transabdominal neurostimulation (TANS) is an innovative concept used in the treatment of neurogenic ileus, which frequently follows chronic spinal cord or neurological lesions. It was used in the treatment of neurogenic ileus in 21 patients at Northwestern Memorial Hospital with rapid resolution of the ileus, elimination of nasogastric tubes, and institution of oral feedings soon after application. Major advantages in using TANS are effective resolution of ileus, ease of application, and lack of major gastrointestinal complications, especially those produced by nasogastric tubes.